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RUMORS  AND  FACTS 

Sometimes  a  misconception  based  on  hearsay  brings  about  a  distortion 
of  the  facts.  In  recent  months  I  have  noted  two  isolated  instances  of 
wrong  conclusions. 

In  the  first  case,  we  received  a  letter  which  was  friendly  in  purpose. 
The  writer  was  quite  seriously  attempting  to  advise  us  of  a  promotional 
scheme  that  would  offset  the  “terrible  beating”  we  were  taking  in  the 
supposed  reduced  sale  of  the  GUIDE  HOOK  OF  UNITED  STATES 
COINS  (Red  Book)  as  a  result  of  the  pricing  columns  in  the  tabloids 
and  magazines  issued  weekly,  bi-weekly  and  monthly. 

The  latest  instance  was  much  more  public  in  its  impact,  and,  we  arc 
sure,  more  apt  to  implant  a  wrong  conclusion  in  the  minds  of  many 
people,  in  and  out  of  coin  collectors'  ranks. 

The  New  York  Times  of  April  10.  1965  carried  a  quotation  by  a 
Passaic,  N.  J.  coin  dealer  which  read  that  the  Red  Book  was  the  coin 
business  bible  at  one  time  and  that  now  it’s  obsolete.  His  teletype  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  market,  he  implied,  was  qualification  for  making  this 
extravagant  statement. 

We,  too,  hear  rumors:  the  latest  being  that  teletype  dealers  are  dropping 
away  from  the  Exchanges  in  steady  fashion.  We  haven’t  verified  this,  so 
we  draw  no  conclusions. 

Of  one  thing  we  arc  certain,  however.  The  sale  of  the  eighteenth 
edition  of  the  Red  Book  has  thus  far  been  30  per  cent  greater  than  the 
seventeenth  edition,  which  during  its  currency  was  the  largest  distribution 
of  any  previous  edition! 

Wc  trust  our  readers  will  sympathize  with  us  for  wishing  to  keep  the 
record  straight. 


R.  S.  Yeoman 
Vice-President  and 
General  Manager 
Coin  Supply  Division 


THIRD  EDITION  OF 
DR.  JUDD’S  PATTERN  BOOK 

A  completely  revised  Third  Edition  of 
United  States  Pattern,  Experimental  and 
Trial  Pieces,  by  Dr.  J.  Hewitt  Judd,  has 
recently  been  released.  It  is  similar  to 
the  previous  edition  with  a  sturdy  li¬ 
brary  bijiding,  260  pages,  fully  illus¬ 
trated,  and  will  retail  for  $10.00.  The 
Whitman  stock  number  is  9059. 

Ever  since  the  initial  appearance  of 


this  important  book  in  1959,  it  has  been 
acclaimed  the  acknowledged  standard 
reference  to  the  U.S.  pattern  series. 
Written  by  J.  Hewitt  Judd,  M.D.,  with 
the  collaboration  of  Walter  H.  Breen  on 
research  and  Abe  Kosofif  on  valuations, 
this  book  has  the  distinction  of  being  the 
product  of  three  of  the  most  knowledge¬ 
able  men  in  this  field. 

The  new  Third  Edition  of  this  cata¬ 
log  shows  many  changes  and  additions  to 
the  former  printings.  Most  important,  no 
doubt,  arc  the  price  changes — most  of 


them  have  taken  sharp  increases  and 
many  of  the  great  rarities  have  been  left 
unpriced  as  an  indication  of  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  what  such  pieces  would  sell  for 
should  they  appear  on  the  market.  The 
more  common  patterns  are  priced  from 
$60.00  to  $150.00,  indicating  an  in¬ 
creasingly  strong  and  healthy  market, 
but  still  a  sufficient  supply  to  make  them 
generally  available. 

The  book  covers  not  only  the  regu¬ 
lar  pattern  coins,  but  also  lists  experi¬ 
mental  pieces,  trial  coins,  die  trials, 
rcstrikes,  and  pieces  de  caprice.  Special 
appendices  list  mint  errors,  patterns  not 
of  mint  origin  and  false  pieces  that 
might  otherwise  be  confused  with  pat¬ 
terns.  A  number  of  minor  corrections 
and  new  pictures  bring  the  catalog  com¬ 
pletely  up  to  date  and  make  it  indis¬ 
pensable  for  the  U.S.  numismatist. 


Our  typesetters  are  currently  busy 
with  a  revised  edition  of  “The  United 
States  Trade  Dollar,”  by  John  Willem, 
Jr.  This  book,  which  has  been  a  popular 
favorite  with  many  collectors  since  its 
first  publication  in  1959,  has  been  re¬ 
vised  by  the  author  and  will  soon  be¬ 
come  part  of  the  Whitman  line  of 
numismatic  books.  Its  complete  and 
scholarly  coverage  of  Trade  Dollars 


makes  this  book  a  “must”  for  all  col¬ 
lectors.  We  anticipate  August  delivery 
and  recommend  that  you  make  a  note 
to  be  looking  forward  to  this  new 
publication. 


Are  you  aware  of  the  eye  catching 
counter  display  cards  that  arc  available 
to  help  you  sell  Whitman’s  folding 
pocket  magnifiers?  They  are  made  in 
two  styles:  No.  9764,  to  accommodate 
one  dozen  of  the  50/  retail  magnifiers 
and  No.  9765,  to  accommodate  a  half 
dozen  of  the  $1.00  retail  magnifiers. 

The  stand-up  counter  display  cards 
are  attractively  printed  and  available 
without  charge  through  your  regular 
Whitman  supplier. 


An  early  June  delivery  date  has  been 
scheduled  for  the  “Standard  Grading 
Guide  to  Canadian  Decimal  Coins,”  by 
James  E.  Charlton  and  Robert  C.  Wil¬ 
ley.  This  new  publication  promises  to 
be  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  de¬ 
sired  books  in  our  line.  'I*he  authors 
have  spent  not  only  a  lifetime  of  ac¬ 
quiring  knowledge  in  this  field,  but  two 
years  of  actual  work  in  preparing  and 
revising  copy  to  be  used  in  the  book. 

Every  coin  in  the  Canadian  scries, 
from  the  earliest  issues  of  1858  to  the 
new  obverse  designs  introduced  this 
year,  is  included.  Each  coin  is  illus¬ 
trated  with  large  accurate  line  drawings 
showing  the  apj>carancc  of  coins  in 
every  grade  of  condition.  Points  of  wear 
arc  carefully  described  and  depicted  in 
the  exact  manner  and  style  found  in  the 
popular  Brown  &  Dunn  “Guide  to  the 
Grading  of  United  States  Coins.”  Ca¬ 


nadian  coins  from  the  cent  through  the 
gold  pieces,  coins  of  Prince  Edward 
Island,  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick, 
and  Newfoundland  are  all  thoroughly 
discussed  and  described. 

We  predict  that  the  appearance  of 
this  new  book  will  do  for  Canadian 
collectors  what  the  Brown  &  Dunn 
book  has  done  for  American  collectors. 
The  authors  have  created  a  system  of 
grading  Canadian  coins  that  should  be- 
come  a  standard  throughout  the  hobby. 
Their  easy-to-follow  set  of  standards 
makes  the  grading  of  coins  a  simple 
task,  particularly  with  the  excellent 
visual  aid  supplied  by  line  drawings 
done  by  Arthur  Mueller,  the  artist  who 
did  all  of  the  illustrations  in  the  Brown 
&  Dunn  book. 

The  Canadian  Grading  Book  will  be 
a  hard  cover  volume  of  160  pages.  Re¬ 
tail  price  is  $1.75;  stock  number  9095. 


FEDERAL  BRAND  ENTERPRISES  OPEN  FLORIDA  BRANCH 


Michael  R.  Kolman,  President  of  Fed¬ 
eral  Brand  Enterprises,  Inc.  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  has  recently  announced  the 
opening  of  a  southern  division  at  St. 
Petersburg,  Florida. 

Federal  Brand’s  southern  office  will 
deal  strictly  on  a  wholesale  basis  and 


will  offer  everything  to  dealers  in  the 
way  of  coins  and  coin  supplies.  A  fleet 
of  trucks  is  ready  to  take  care  of  all 
dealer  needs  with  door-to-door  service. 

As  one  of  its  first  moves  in  commenc¬ 
ing  Florida  operations,  Federal  Brand 
sent  a  truck  from  Cleveland  to  Whit¬ 


man  in  Racine  and  picked  up  27,000 
pounds  worth  of  albums,  numismatic 
books,  and  coin  accessories.  Housed  in  a 
building  with  80,000  square  feet  of 
floor  space,  Federal  Brand’s  southern 
headquarters  are  located  at  2040-2048 
First  Avenue  South,  St.  Petersburg. 


RED  BOOK  SLATED  FOR  JULY  1  RELEASE 


Once  again  it  is  time  for  a  new  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Red  Book.  This  year’s 
IGUIDE  BOOK  OF  UNITED 
STATES  COINS,  by  R.  S.  Yeoman, 
will  be  the  1 9th  Edition,  and,  as  in 
previous  years,  we  have  been  hard  at 
work  for  the  last  several  months  pre¬ 
paring  copy  and  getting  the  books 
printed. 

Following  our  established  tradition, 
the  books  will  be  released  on  July  1. 
The  new  edition,  like  its  predecessors, 
will  be  replete  with  thousands  of  price 
changes  and  a  considerable  amount  of 
new  coin  listings  and  textual  material. 
It  is  common  knowledge  that  prices  in 
the  U.S.  coin  scries  have  increased 
sharply  over  the  past  twelve  months, 
and  the  new  valuations  in  the  Red 
Book  reflect  an  active  market. 

The  most  dramatic  revaluations  are 
found  in  early  U.S.  coins  and  the  rare 
and  choice  condition  gold  pieces.  Many 
proof  coins  in  this  category  doubled  in 
price,  while  others,  even  the  more 
plentiful  early  U.S.  type  coins,  show- 
general  increases  across  the  board. 
Franklin  and  Standing  Liberty  halves 
arc  among  the  most  popular  and  active 
markets.  Barber  coins  show  price  re¬ 
visions  in  all  categories,  while  many  of 
.the  two  and  three  cent  pieces,  which 
Fhave  been  sleepers  for  years,  now  show 
prices  in  the  Good  column  that  read 
like  the  uncirculated  values  of  days  gone 
by.  A  complete  analysis  of  the  market 
activity  as  reflected  in  the  Guide  Book 
is  presented  by  the  author,  R.  S.  Yeo¬ 
man,  in  his  special  “Guide  Line”  fea¬ 
ture  in  the  June  issue  of  the  Whitman 


Numismatic  Journal.  His  comments  are 
“required”  reading  for  all  U.S.  col¬ 
lectors. 

In  the  19th  Edition,  many  coins  have 
been  priced  in  condition  grades  never 
before  listed.  These  include  a  Very  Fine 
column  added  to  coins  in  all  of  the 


These  illustrations  are  some  of  the  many  now  pic¬ 
tures  describing  additional  listings  in  the  19th 
Edition  GUIDE  BOOK. 


Barber  series.  A  Fine  condition  column 
has  been  added  to  the  Gold  dollars,  as 
well  as  to  the  $2.50  and  $5.00  gold 
pieces  for  the  period  after  1848  and 
1842  respectively.  Liberty  Seated  dol¬ 
lars  are  now  priced  in  Very  Good,  and 
a  Very  Fine  column  has  l>cen  added 


to  the  Peace  dollars.  The  1955  doubled 
die  cent  has  been  priced  in  conditions 
lower  than  uncirculated  for  the  first 
time,  as  has  the  popular  1938  D/S  5( 
piece. 

Coinage  figures  have  been  changed  in 
several  cases  where  they  were  found  to 
be  inaccurate  through  the  extensive  re¬ 
search  carried  on  by  Robert  Julian 
(regular  issues  and  proof  coins)  and 
Neil  Shafer  (Morgan  dollars).  A  bit  of 
a  problem  w-as  encountered  concerning 
the  1964  coinage  figures.  As  you  will 
recall,  the  system  of  Government  re¬ 
ports  was  changed  in  June  of  last  year, 
and  all  coinage  figures  for  Philadelphia 
and  Denver  were  given  in  lump  sum 
totals  after  that  date.  Compounding  that 
problem  is  the  fact  that  1964  dated 
coins  are  still  being  produced  and, 
therefore,  the  best  that  we  could  do  in 
the  Red  Book  was  to  report  the  total 
number  of  Philadelphia  and  Denver 
coins  minted  for  each  denomination  up 
to  the  end  of  calendar  year  1964. 

Among  the  new  coins  listed  in  this 
year’s  GUIDE  BOOK  are  the  1934 
quarter  with  light  or  heavy  motto,  the 
1858/7  flying  eagle  cent,  the  1875 
S/CC  trade  dollar,  and  a  new  variety 
of  the  Sommer  Island  shilling  with 
large  sail.  In  the  Morgan  dollar  series, 
several  varieties  have  been  added  show¬ 
ing  the  differences  between  coins  with 
the  1878  reverse  where  the  arrow-  feath¬ 
ers  arc  parallel  and  coins  with  later 
reverse  dies  where  the  arrow  feathers 
arc  slanted.  These  two  major  reverses 
are  used  on  and  off  for  coins  dated 
1878,  1879S,  and  1880CC.  In  addition 
to  these  new  listings,  the  recently  dis¬ 
covered  1880CC  dollar  with  80/79,  the 
1880  Philadelphia  dollar  with  80/79, 
and  the  1900  0/CC  have  been  included. 

A  sweeping  revision  has  been  made 
in  the  Territorial  Gold  section.  Changes 
were  suggested  by  a  panel  of  thirteen 
experts  who  are  considered  to  be  the 
best  informed  numismatists  in  this  field. 
Several  questionable  pieces  are  now  de¬ 
leted  from  the  catalog,  a  few  new  major 
varieties  have  been  added,  and  the  price 
structure  completely  updated.  Coins 
with  a  value  in  excess  of  $5,000  are  now 
left  unpriced  as  an  indication  of  their 
rarity  and  the  fact  that  any  sale  of  such 
an  item  would  undoubtedly  establish  a 
new  record. 

During  the  initial  release  shipments 
of  the  GUIDE  BOOK,  all  cartons  will 
contain  window  streamers  for  use  in 
your  store.  In  addition  to  these,  a  spe¬ 
cial  cardboard  floor  display  unit  may  be 
requested  from  your  regular  Whitman 
jobber. 

This  eye  catching  display  holds  ap¬ 
proximately  ten  dozen  Red  Books,  or  an 
assortment  of  other  Whitman  products. 
The  stock  number  is  9309;  illustrations 
of  it  will  be  found  on  the  back  of  our 
regular  complete  line  Supply  Catalog. 


R.v$.  Yeoman  (left)  describe*  GUIDE  BOOK  printing  procedure  to  Kcnn  Honderscn  of  In¬ 
ternational  Nickel  and  Richard  Gittis  of  Philadelphia.  Pete  Foerster  (right).  Director  of  Sales, 
conducted  the  two  visitors  on  a  tour  of  the  printing  plant  facilities. 


NEW  GUIDE  BOOK  OF  MODERN  UNITED  STATES 


The  newly  released  United  States 
currency  book  by  Neil  Shafer  has  ap¬ 
parently  caught  on,  and  is  sure  to  be 
one  of  WHITMAN’S  most  jjopular  re¬ 
leases.  It  was  published  in  order  to 
meet  the  heightened  collector  interest 
in  all  kinds  of  paper  money  and  its 
immediate  acceptance  has  given  added 
impetus  to  this  interest. 

The  book  itself,  containing  160  pages 
of  facts,  figures  and  illustrations,  pre¬ 
sents  a  complete  coverage  of  all  U.S. 
paper  money  issues  of  current  size.  One 
of  the  opening  pages,  a  Glossary  of  Cur¬ 
rency  Terms,  is  reproduced  below.  (A 
reviewer  writing  to  us  stated  that  this 
page  alone  was  worth  the  price  of  th^ 
book!)  Following  this  is  an  outline  his¬ 
tory'  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving,  and 
sections  on  such  aspects  of  paper  money 
as  portraits  and  designs,  printing  proc¬ 
esses,  star  notes,  scries  year,  the  Treas¬ 
ury  Seal,  the  Great  Seal,  and  the 
National  Motto. 

One  entire  chapter  deals  with  error 
and  freak  notes,  and  some  unusual 


items  are  i"  *“*  1  r '  »  collector’s 

enjoyment.  arc  sections 

on  currency  and  the  of¬ 
ficial  Bureau  ^raving  records 

showing  totals  and  delivery  dates  for 
each  issue. 

The  catalog  section  covers  all  six 
basic  types  of  notes  and  their  respective 
issues,  with  historical  data  and  detailed 
explanations  of  scries  date  changes  and 
other  alterations  occurring  throughout 
the  series.  All  notes  issued  to  circula¬ 
tion  arc  included,  with  valuations 
through  the  $100  denomination.  The 
well  known  Don  lent  Simplified  Number¬ 
ing  System  is  used  to  number  each  issue. 
Illustrations  of  all  denominations  are 
plentiful  and  of  high  quality  through¬ 
out.  It  is  expected  that  the  catalog  will 
hecomc  the  standard  reference  in  its 
field. 

The  book  comes  in  an  attractive  hard 
cover  of  Kerry  green  with  silver  stamp¬ 
ing.  The  retail  price  is  $1.75.  Stock 
number  is  9373. 
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Available  without  charge  to  all  of  our  dealer 
friends,  to  better  acquaint  them  with  the  Whit¬ 
man  coin  supply  line  and  assist  them  in  mer¬ 
chandising  our  products. 

Whitman  Coin  Supplies  arc  available  through 
jobbers  only.  They  arc  conveniently  located  in 
every  trade  area. 


COIN  SUPPLY  GETS 
P-O-P  AWARD 

Whitman  Coin  Supply  Division  has 
been  awarded  a  first  place  plaque 
the  fifth  annual  Merchandising  Awards 
Contest  which  is  s{x>nsored  by  the 
Point-of-Purchase  Advertising  Institute. 

Formal  presentation  of  the  award  was 
made  to  Whitman  on  February  24  at  a 
reception  in  Chicago.  Pete  Foerstcr,  Di¬ 
rector  of  Sales,  accepted  the  award  on 
behalf  of  the  Coin  Supply  Division. 

Whitman’s  winning  entry  was  a  floor 
display  rack  for  Coin  Supply  products. 
It  was  designed  by  the  WESTERN 
Creative  Art  Department  at  Racine  in 
cooperation  with  Pete  and  Roy  Am- 
mann,  of  Whitman  Sales  Promotion, 
and  produced  by  the  Hinde  and  Dauch 
Division,  West  Virginia  Pulp  and  Paper 
Company. 


Both  Pete  Foertter  (left)  and  Roy  Ammann  ployed 
an  important  part  in  detuning  the  award  win¬ 
ning  display  rack  for  the  Whitmon  Coin  Supply 
Division. 


